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In 1934, Torahiko Terada, a physicist, voiced his opinion that “natural disasters cannot be 
prevented by human powers while wars can be prevented.” Terada's most famous caveat, “A 
natural disaster strikes when people lose the memory of the previous one,” urges people to 
prepare for the future, but history repeats itself again and again. 
This presentation reviews the characteristics of major disasters such as the severe earthquake 
which struck Japan on March 11, 2011, in chronological order. How did the Japanese people 
react at difficult times? What are the lessons and implications for future generations? And a 
question of particular importance for Japan: What is the role of the Emperor in all of this? 
The Emperor and the Empress continue visiting devastated areas of catastrophes in order to 
encourage people. They also visit overseas Japanese battlefields of the past for offering their 
prayers. The recent publication of The Historiography of Showa Emperor reveals some of 
the unknown stories before and during the war. 
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