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The ‘New Normal’ in the TV Series
#rimorabu (“Remote Love”)

Avirtual u:;japan lecture by Nora Kottmann & Elisabeth Scherer

Television series in Japan frequently deal with life  and discusses how calls for self-restraint and the
plans and life choices of (young) adults and, in so  avoidance of ‘the 3Cs’ - closed spaces, crowds and
doing, serve as a way to negotiate societal normal-  close contact situations - affect the dating- and
ity. Often, one focus of these series is on unmar- love-life of unmarried individuals. In our talk, we
ried women (,singles’) of different age groups. One  address challenges on the production side, crit-
such example is the recent television series #rimo- ically discuss depictions of a ‘new normal’ in the
rabu. Futsd no koi wa jado (#remote love. Ordinary — context of current single- and gender-discourses
love is a wrong course; NTV 2020) which aired from  in Japan and show that the series, while being ex-
mid-October to late December 2020. The series is  tremely up-to date on the one hand, falls back on
situated in the context of the ongoing pandemic old narrative patterns on the other hand.

Elisabeth Scherer is a Japanese studies researcher
and e-learning professional at Heinrich Heine Univer-
sity Diisseldorf. Her areas of research interest include
popular culture, intermedia, rituals and gender stud-
ies. She is the editor of Reconsidering the Cultural Sig-
nificance of NHK’s Morning Dramas (special issue of
East Asian Journal of Popular Culture, 2019).

Nora Kottmann is Senior Research Fellow at the
German Institute for Japanese Studies (DIJ) in To-
kyo. Her research focuses on issues related to gen-
der, intimacy, mobility, space, and (not) belonging.
Recent publications include the co-edited volume
Studying Japan. Handbook of Research Designs,
Fieldwork and Methods (2020; with Cornelia Reiher).
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